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Foreword
I am delighted to be able to introduce you to this very informative booklet written by our past Grand
Eusebius, Rt.Ill.and Venerable Knight, Peter Blackwell-Smyth.
There are also several good books on our Order written by our Grand Historiographer Rt.Ill. Kt. Keith
Barry Jackson.
The History of The Red Cross of Constantine is quite long and complicated, so trying to make it readable
and easy to digest is quite a challenge but I think this booklet has succeeded. It is easy to understand and
makes a good read.
The booklet has already been upgraded and revised and I am sure there will be more suggestions to
come. It is however an excellent introduction to this beautiful Christian Order, to which we are all proud
and happy to belong.
Rt. Ill. Kt. Bob Hancock, Intendant General Surrey Division March 2019

Welcome
Welcome to The Red Cross of Constantine. This is the shortened name for our lovely Christian Order. Its
full title is The Masonic and Military Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Orders of the Holy
Sepulchre and of St. John the Evangelist.
Our Order is Masonic because only Royal Arch Masons are eligible to apply for membership.
Secondly our Order is Military because it belongs to the Chivalric Orders of Freemasonry which include
the Knights Templar. All members of our Order are therefore known as Knights.
Although not in the title, our Order is also Christian. Membership is restricted to candidates who must,
at their reception into the Order, profess their belief in the Christian Trinity in Unity. The regulations of the
Order state that a candidate must sign a declaration “in such form as the Grand Sovereign shall from
time to time require” stating that he is a Christian and that he holds and professes a belief in the Christian
Trinitarian Faith.
When we come to look at the ritual and ceremonial in more detail we will see how
the Christian Faith, symbolised by the Cross, is fundamental to every aspect of
our Order.

The History of our Order
In spite of much research, the origins and early history of our Order are still not clear. One source of
confusion is that from the late 17th to the late 19th century there were many Orders with the name “Red
Cross” in their titles such as the Red Cross of Babylon and the Red Cross of Palestine.
Many historians suggest that it is reasonable to accept that the Order to which we belong has been
practised in some form and in some places for at least 225 years in England and probably for 250 years in
other parts of our Islands.
It is certainly and generally accepted that our Order, as we now know it, was established in 1865 by Robert
Wentworth Little and it was from that year that we chose to celebrate our sesquicentenary.
Little was a remarkable man. He was born in Dublin in 1838 and educated for a
career in the Church. This may account for his familiarity with the Bible and the
Book of Common Prayer. However he was not ordained but entered the Civil
Service. He moved to London in 1855, aged 17. He was initiated into Royal Union
Lodge, No. 382, in Uxbridge in 1861 and thus began his career in Masonry.
In 1862 he became a clerk in the office of the Grand Secretary of the United
Grand Lodge of England. He made good progress and within 4 years he became
2nd Clerk and Cashier. Little was well read and astute enough to be able to
understand and appreciate the many historical documents to which he had
access.

Little had a particular interest in the Red Cross of Constantine and his study of some of these documents
enabled him to claim that our Order was of ancient chivalric origin. Thus he believed that it could be
placed on an equal footing with the Order of the Knights Templar.
This was an important concern at the time and the reasons for this are explained in more detail by Rt. Ill.
Kt. Keith Barry Jackson in his “History and Origin of the Order” published in 2015.
Thus we find many military allusions in our Rituals and ceremonies e.g. the use of swords and standards,
sword drill and the accolade, as well as the titles of some of the Officers e.g. Generals and Aides-deCamp.
Since 1865 the Order has grown steadily and 100 Conclaves were consecrated within the first 10 years,
although most of these were overseas.
The Grand Imperial Conclave of England and Wales and its Divisions and Conclaves Overseas now
consists of more than 520 Conclaves spread over 33 Divisions and it recognises 19 other Sovereign
Grand Imperial Councils.

What have I joined and what is it all about?
The first Degree is based on Constantine the Great, the Roman Emperor who was
miraculously converted to the Christian faith and who lived from
to 273 to 337.
Constantine’s father, Constantius (who was married to Helena)
was the Governor of Spain, Gaul and Britain and when he died
in York in 306, the Legions proclaimed his son, Caius Flavius
Valerius Aurelius Claudius Constantine, as Emperor of the West. This led to
the wars of succession which culminated in the decisive Battle of the Milvian
Bridge at Saxa Rubra, north-east of Rome, on 28th October 312. This victory
over Maxentius left Constantine undisputed Emperor in the West.
Legend holds that Constantine’s conversion to Christianity was mainly due to a vision on the
eve of this battle in which he saw a Cross in the sky inscribed with the letters IHSV- In Hoc
Signo Vinces - In this sign thou shalt conquer. This Cross inscribed with these letters is the
main logo of our Order and is prominently displayed throughout our ceremonies.
Legend also holds that, on another occasion, Constantine dreamed that he saw
a different sign in the heavens which we know as the Chi-Rho sign. The
significance of this device (which is seen on our Standard Labarum) is that it is made from
the first 2 letters of the Greek word for Christ and is known as a Christogram.
Constantine therefore instructed the Christian soldiers in his army to place this monogram on
their shields and subsequently he also used it on his Imperial Standard.

After the Battle, Constantine is said to have formed a conclave of Knights from among his Christian
troops and used them to replace the traditional Praetorian Guard as the personal bodyguard of the
Emperor.
He also celebrated his victory by erecting a Grand Arch near the Colosseum in
Rome in 315. An explanation of this arch is given when the Red Cross
Certificate is presented to the newly installed candidate.
In 324 Constantine finally defeated his joint Emperor Licinius, thus bringing
both the Eastern and Western Empires under his control. In 328 he transferred
his official seat to Byzantium which was re-named Constantinople in his
honour.
Although he may have been more interested in tolerance of religion,
Constantine was the first Roman Emperor to embrace and encourage
Christianity. He restored land confiscated from Christians by his predecessors and appointed Church
leaders to important Offices of State. He is said to have promoted learning and to have given a quarter of
his revenue to the relief of the poor and other pious purposes.
In the lecture by the Orator during the Installation ceremony there is a most interesting reference to
Constantine’s mastership of the Roman College of Architects.
He also called a series of Ecumenical Councils of Bishops which helped to unify the Church. The most
famous of these was the Council of Nicaea in 325 which gives its name to the Nicene Creed. This is still
recited today in almost all mainstream Christian Churches.
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Benefits of membership
Most members say that the Red Cross of Constantine is a particularly friendly and gentle Order.
It is a pleasant mix of masonry, religion and the military with impressive and colourful ceremonies which
leave a lasting impression on both new and longer serving members.
Although deriving much of its rich symbolism from Anglican Christian usage and customs, our Order is
non-denominational. It is open to all Christian Royal Arch masons in good standing who profess a
sincere belief in the Trinity-in-Unity and who desire to expand their Masonic knowledge in a New
Testament setting.
Meetings
Most conclaves in Surrey Division meet 2 times a year. One
of these is an ordinary meeting and (hopefully) will see the
installation of new candidates while the second will be for
the Installation of a new Most Puissant Sovereign and
Viceroy, along with the appointment of the other Officers of
the Conclave.
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Once a year there is a meeting of the Division when the
Intendant General takes the chair. He reports on the Divisional
work throughout the year and appoints his Divisional Officers for
the ensuing year.

Finally there is the annual meeting of
the Grand Imperial Conclave which
is now held in Freemasons’ Hall in
Great Queen Street, London.
Although a very impressive occasion,
our Order is still small enough for this
to remain a friendly gathering.
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Structure of our order
1 THE GRAND IMPERIAL CONCLAVE
This is ruled by the Grand Sovereign with the title of Most Illustrious Knight, He wears a special robe
and chain and carries a distinctive baton.
He is assisted by the Deputy Grand Sovereign with the title of Rt. Illustrious and Eminent Knight.
Next is the Grand Eusebius with the title of Rt. Illustrious and Venerable Knight. He does not have an
executive role but has spiritual oversight of the Order and plays an important part in the consecration of
new conclaves.
Other Officers in Grand Imperial Conclave have similar ranks to those used in the Divisions and
Conclaves, They hold the title of Illustrious Knight except for more senior knights (such as the Grand
Generals, Grand High Prelate, Grand High Almoner, Grand Recorder, Grand Treasurer and Grand
Marshal) who are titled as Very Illustrious. All Grand Officers wear a special sash, breast badge and
collarette.
The title Illustrious is of interest because it was a title given by Constantine to his
senior and victorious Generals.
Mention must be made here of the Grand Sepulchre Guard which is a very
prestigious Body of Knights who, with their impressive white cloaks and immaculate
sword drill, add greatly to the impressiveness of our Meetings. Membership is a
great honour. Each Division also has a Sepulchre Guard.
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Some senior knights are rewarded with the honour of a Knight Commander of Constantine or the even
higher rank of a Knight Grand Cross of Constantine. These ranks (which are the gift of the Grand
Sovereign) are given to those who have rendered especially meritorious service to the Order and at
present there are only about 30 of each. The recipients are often exceptionally outstanding Intendants
General but may also be senior officers in the order. e.g. the Grand Recorder.

2. Divisions
Grand Imperial Conclave now consists of 33 divisions, 28 of which are in England and Wales, one in
Benelux, one in Jamaica and 3 Divisional Inspectorates in South Africa. Each is ruled by an Intendant
General who carries the rank of Right Illustrious Knight. The ranks of the divisional officers are broadly
similar to those in Grand Imperial Conclave and they wear a similar (but less elaborate) sash with the
name of the division embroidered on it.

Picture needed

3.Conclaves
Each is ruled by a Most Puissant Sovereign assisted by an Eminent Viceroy with a team of officers
holding the ranks detailed below.
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Conclave Ranks
Senior and Junior Generals
High Prelate
Treasurer
Recorder
Marshal
Deputy Marshal
Almoner
Orator
Standard Bearer
Standard Bearer
Prefect
Assistant Recorder
1st aide-de-camp
2nd aide- de -camp
Organist
Herald
Stewards
Sentinel.
As we have seen several of these titles are of military origin e.g. Standard Bearers and Aides-de
Camp while a Prefect was a Roman military or civil officer with administrative duties e.g. Prefect of
the Praetorian Guard or Prefect of Rome.
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The Appendant Orders of the Holy Sepulchre
and of St. John the Evangelist
Many believe that, for the Christian Freemason ,these profoundly Christian degrees are the most
beautiful and significant degrees in Freemasonry. In the Order of St. John the Evangelist, the death of
Hiram Abiff is seen as alluding to the death of Christ; this is the only masonic degree in which this
association is explicitly made.
The religious nature of The Order of a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre is emphasised by the fact that it
takes place in a sanctuary and the presiding officer is known as a Prelate. He is addressed as “Right
Reverend”, wears a surplice and mitre and carries a pastoral staff. The degree consists of 2 “Points” but in
both of these the central focus is the sepulchre where Jesus was laid between His death and resurrection.
However, there are 2 strands in this degree and this can be confusing
The first strand is centred round the events which took place during the two days between the death and
resurrection of Jesus and which are described in the two passages from St. Mark’s Gospel which are
read during the Ceremony.
The second strand is explained in the Traditional Oration in the first point of the Order of the Holy
Sepulchre Degree and relates to the actual tomb of Jesus which was rediscovered during the
destruction and rebuilding of Jerusalem under Constantine in 325/326 AD. This tomb, as well as the
actual site of the crucifixion together with the relics of the True Cross found by St. Helena, were all
included within the vast Church of the Holy Sepulchre built by Constantine in 326 AD.
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These sites were obviously of great significance to the Church and, after their capture by the Moslems
in the 7th Century, the Crusades were launched to recover them. In 1099, Godfrey de Bouillon
“unfurled the banner of the Cross and expelled the invaders”. It was at this time that the Order of the
Holy Sepulchre was instituted.
The Order of St. John the Evangelist is founded on the discovery of the 4th Gospel in the ruins of
the temple in Jerusalem. This legend is very similar to the discovery of the Book of the Law as related
in the Holy Royal Arch Degree.
The legend in this degree is striking by its interpretation of the Masonic system in
a Christian context.
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THE CEREMONIES
In The Red Cross of Constantine there are 3 Degrees to which are attached 2 Appendant Orders.
1 The Degree of The Order of the Red Cross of Constantine. This is the
basic Degree and members are known as Knights Mason.
2 The second Degree is that of Priests Mason. These knights are
consecrated and anointed in a College of Priests Mason. This Degree
is a pre-requisite to becoming a Viceroy or Eusebius of the Order.
3 The third Degree is that of Princes Mason. Knights
are required to take this Degree, which is conferred in a
Senate of Princes Mason, before being promoted Sovereign of a Conclave.
4 The Order of the Holy Sepulchre and the Order of St. John the Evangelist,
are collectively known as the Appendant Orders because they are attached to the
Order of the Red Cross and Knights cannot proceed to being a Priest Mason or a
Prince Mason until they have received these Degrees.
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The Ritual
Now that we have looked at the structure of our Order we can turn our attention to the ritual. The original
ritual was probably compiled by Little in 1865 (although a very similar description of the Degree was given
by Richard Carlile in 1825) so it has obviously been revised several times since then. The present ritual is
dated 2010, amended in 2012.
In 1865 most members of our Order would have been regular church attenders and therefore familiar with
the Bible and the Book of Common Prayer. Many members would also have received at least a grounding
in Latin and Greek thus giving them some understanding of the literary references to these civilisations.
This is not the situation we have today so we hope this short guide may help to
explain some names, concepts, words and phrases which may now seem obscure.
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As we have seen, the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and the Appendant Orders are
profoundly Christian. It will therefore help us to understand the ritual and the ceremonies much
better if we first consider the large number of references both to the Holy Trinity and to Jesus Christ.

The Holy and Indivisible Trinity
References to the Holy Trinity are frequently found in the rituals of our Order, albeit in different forms;
“Mysterious and Eternal Trinity”, “the Christian Trinity in Unity”, “the Holy and Indivisible Three -in -One”.
The knocks and the salutations of this Degree - 1 and 3 - are also emblematic of the Holy Trinity.
The Christian Doctrine of the Trinity is complicated. The God whom we worship as formulated in the Bible,
revealed Himself as One God but in Three Persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit, each Person acting with
the other two throughout eternity. Even in the Book of Genesis, all 3 Persons are present and involved.
St. Patrick explained the Trinity in terms of a shamrock. Each of the separate and distinct lobes formed one
single leaf which was incapable of being divided.
Another way of looking at it is to see the Trinity as describing the way in which God makes
himself known or understood in the world. God is the Mighty Creator and Loving Father who
has made Himself known principally through His Son who has the same authority and power
of love. The Holy Spirit is constantly at work among, within and through, people of goodwill who
acknowledge a Supreme Being in whatever religious system they base their belief. In the early days of the
Church the interpretation of this doctrine led to many serious disputes as a result of which several Bishops
and Church Leaders (including Eusebius of Caesarea) were banished. However in 325 A.D. Constantine
called the Council of Nicaea where the doctrine of the Trinity was finally and formally defined.
20

Layout of the Conclave

21
1

In the CENTRE of the Conclave there is a SQUARE ALTAR covered with a cloth in the
imperial colours of red or purple. On top of this is a Bible opened at Matthew 16;24 on
which are placed 2 naked (unsheathed) Roman swords.
The swords used in this Degree are of 2 kinds. First there are the
swords referred to above which are Roman swords – “gladius” in Latin–
which were those used by the soldiers of the Roman Army, of which Constantine was
Commander–in –Chief.
Secondly there are the swords carried by the Generals, Marshals, Heralds and by the
candidate. These are quite different being longer and narrower and sometimes called
crusader swords.
We will deal with the equilateral triangular pillars when we come to their use in the Ceremony.
In the EAST there is another Altar, again with a frontal of
imperial purple, this time embroidered
with the Red Cross of the Order. The
type of cross surmounting the steps on
this Altar is known as a PASSION
CROSS and is so called because it
resembles the shape of the Cross on
which Jesus was crucified and is seen
at the top of the pyramidal
arrangement on the Altar.
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The Cross is to be set on a seven stepped pyramidal superstructure, the upper 3 steps being red and the
lower 4 white. The number 7 is a significant number in the Bible referring, for example to the 7 days of
creation, the 7 loaves and fishes multiplied by Jesus, the 7 phrases spoken by Jesus from the Cross, the
7 churches in the Book of Revelation or the 7 gifts of the Holy Spirit. However in this context it seems
more likely that it refers to the 7 corporal Works of Mercy:- “feed the hungry; give drink to the thirsty;
shelter the homeless; clothe the naked; ransom the captives; visit the sick; bury the dead”. These are
recited in the ritual of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre.
The reason for the steps being a combination of red and white is because, as we have seen, red
represents the shedding of Christ’s blood and white represents His spotless purity and innocence. This
colour combination is also seen in the Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley which are contained in 2
vases placed on the lower step. These flowers are mentioned in a Book in the Old Testament called The
Song of Solomon and traditionally are taken to represent figurative names for Jesus Christ.
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The 16 candles on the steps represent the 16 letters of the mystic words IHSV – In Hoc Signo Vinces.

The Standard Constantine stands behind the throne of the Sovereign because he represents the
Emperor. A full explanation of this Standard is given during the installation ceremony of a Sovereign but
we have already noted that the sixteen stars on the banner (like the 16 candles on the steps) represent
the 16 letters of the words IHSV. The Roman Empire is symbolised by the imperial crown and the double
headed eagle. The Alpha and Omega are yet another title for Jesus Christ - see Revelation 1:8
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Basics
In the Degrees of the Red Cross of Constantine, the candidate moves away from the world of "ordinary"
Freemasonry which is largely based on the Old Testament, especially the building of King Solomon's
Temple. In its place he is asked to learn about Christian Freemasonry. This takes place not only
through the spoken word but also by what he sees.
The oration explains that the legend of the degree is based on the Emperor Constantine and, in particular,
his conversion to the Christian Faith. It is centred on the words and symbols seen by him in the visions
which he saw before the battle of the Milvian Bridge in 312.
Thus, the primary image the candidate will see in the conclave is the cross in its various forms. The most
frequently seen type of cross is the RED CROSS FLORY which is so called because its terminals are
expanded into a fleur-de-lys shape to receive the initial letters of the mystic words: IHSV: In this sign thou
shalt conquer. It is seen on the jewels worn by almost every member of our Order, on the banner of
Constantine and on the robe of a Viceroy.
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The JERUSALEM CROSS, (so called because it was given by Pope Urban the Second to be carried in
the first Crusade.) shows 1 large and 4 small crosses and is seen on the jewel of a Commander of the
Order of St. John the Evangelist, on the Mitre of a Prelate of a Sanctuary and on the Jewel and sash of a
Grand Officer. It is also seen on the Batons of a Grand Officer or a Deputy Intendant General. Several
explanations are given for this pattern such as that it represents the spread of the Gospel to the 4
compass points of the earth, but it is most likely that the design represents the 5 wounds of Christ on the
Cross.
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Another symbol seen both in the furniture of the temple and in the way it is arranged is
the EQUILATERAL TRIANGLE. The triangle has been recognised as a symbol
representing God not only in the Old Testament but also in the Egyptian system,
where it was recognised as the most perfect of all geometric figures.
In Freemasonry we find references to the triangle in almost every Degree including
the Craft. However it is especially prominent in the Holy Royal Arch where we are told it is a sacred
symbol within which is found the name of The True and Living God Most High. This arrangement is
known as the Tetragrammaton because the name of God consists here of only 4 consonants with no
vowels.
Although we have seen that the mystic letters IHSV are the initials of the mystic words In Hoc Signo
Vinces, the candidate will also be told that these letters can also further assist him in making the
transition from the Old to the New Testament.
He will be asked to think about 4 other words (whose initial letters also are IHSV) which are found in the
Old Testament but refer to Christ and which find their fulfilment in Him.
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I for Immanuel which is a name found in Isaiah 7:14. “Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign;
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”
This is generally accepted as being a prophecy of Christ, as we read in Matthew 1:23 “Now all this was
done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet saying ‘Behold, a virgin shall
be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel which, being
interpreted, is God with us’.”
H for Hiram who was murdered because of his beliefs.
S for Shiloh which was the place where Eli was a priest and where Samuel
was brought up. It was also the place where the Ark of God was kept in the
temple or tabernacle for over 200 years. The ark was a wooden box
covered with gold and with 2 cherubim kneeling over it. It contained the
tablets of stone on which were written the 10 commandments, Aaron’s rod
and a pot of manna.
The ark was also perceived as “containing the Glory of the Lord” but this
“Glory” only became fully expressed in Christ himself.
U for Uzziah who was the king in whose reign the prophet Isaiah made his Messianic Prophecies. He is
also mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus in St. Matthew’s Gospel.
“V “is sometimes pronounced as”U” because the Romans used this letter either as a modern day “V” or
“U”.
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Adoniram, Matthias, Eusebius and St. Helena
During the Installation ceremony, the candidate is told about four other important characters who find
a place in our rituals. Adoniram is found in the Old Testament and Matthias in the New. St. Helena
was Constantine’s mother while Eusebius was his contemporary.

ADONIRAM
We are told several things about the word Adonhiram (note the spelling with “H” rather than the
usual Adoniram).
“It refers to the triumph and Ascension of Our Lord.
It was the name of King Solomon’s Intendant of Works on Mount Lebanon.
It is said to have been adopted by the College of Architects in Rome as the word of their degree so
as to perpetuate his name for ever.”
Who was Adoniram? His name will be familiar to Installed Masters in the Craft and to members of the
Mark and Cryptic Degrees where he is said to have been the successor to Hiram Abiff.
We find Adoniram mentioned 3 times in the Bible as being “over the tribute” or “Levy”. This referred
to the 30,000 men who were sent to Lebanon to quarry the stones for the temple. It looks as if
Adoniram was employed in this work for 47 years and during the reigns of 3 kings; David (2 Samuel
20:24), Solomon (1 Kings 4:6 and 1 Kings 5:14), and Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:18).
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The college of Architects is mentioned in the Oration and was one of the “Collegia” which were formed
for social or professional reasons in the Roman Empire.
But why is Adoniram’s name connected with the Triumph and Ascension of Our Lord? The most likely
explanation is that Little thought that Adoniram’s name could be broken down into its 2 Hebrew
components; ADON meaning “My Lord” and “HIRAM” meaning Most High- thus combining to mean
“My Lord Most High” or “My lord of Exaltation” or “Lord of Altitude”.

MATTHIAS
It is well known that Jesus chose 12 disciples- or Apostles- and that one of them, Judas Iscariot,
betrayed Him. After the death of Jesus, Judas either committed suicide or
Died an unpleasant death- see Acts 1; 18.
The remaining 11 apostles decided that they would need someone else to
take part in their ministry and apostleship. They therefore selected 2
candidates and, after a ballot, Matthias was successful.
Some sources relate that Matthias was known as the 13th Apostle and,
although we hear nothing more about him in the New Testament, he is
traditionally said to have preached around the Black Sea and to have been
martyred there.
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EUSEBIUS
Eusebius is honoured in our Order as a co-founder with Constantine. Together they are said to have
opened the first Conclave which, as we have seen, was formed from his triumphant troops after the
battle of the Milvian Bridge and may later have become the personal bodyguard of the Emperor.
Although there were two Bishops named Eusebius who were associated with Constantine, it is likely
that Eusebius of Caesarea is the most likely to have been closest to Constantine.
Bishop Eusebius of Nicomedia was a member of Constantine’s household and is said
to have baptised Constantine just before his death in 337.
“Our” Eusebius was born in Caesarea and was taught by Pamphilius who ran a
school devoted to Christian Scholarship and which possessed an extensive library.
Eusebius became Bishop there in 314.
He is often referred to as “The father of Church History” as he recorded the early development of the
Christian Church in his famous book “The Ecclesiastical History”
His writings are now thought to have been somewhat partisan and always favoured Constantine. It was
Eusebius who handed down the traditions relating to Constantine’s visions of the crosses in the
heavens; one being of the cross with the mystic words IHSV and the other being of the Christogram.
Eusebius was also involved in the disputes about whether Christ was more human than Divine (or vice
versa) but, together with Constantine, he was responsible for the edict of the Council of Nicaea in 325
which formulated the Creed still used today.
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ST. HELENA
St. Helena was the mother of Constantine, and we learn more about her in the Order of the Holy
Sepulchre. She was a devout Christian who zealously promoted the Christian cause spending much of
her great fortune in assisting the poor and in researching early Christian sites. In the traditional oration
by the Seneschal in the Ritual of the Order of the Holy Sepulchre we hear how he is credited with
finding the remains of the Cross on which Christ was crucified.
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Glossary
Dating On our certificates, and in the ritual, we use 3 methods for dating the current year as dated
from the origin year. These are as follows;
Anno Lucis- the year of Masonic Light (4000 BC)
Anno Domini -The Year of our Lord
Anno Ordinis -The Year of our Order (312 AD)
Darkness and Silence Although the whole Masonic system can be seen as a search for light, the
capital letters for Word and Light in our rituals show that these words are related to Christ. In John
8:12 Jesus describes Himself as “the Light of the world” while the first 14 verses of John 1 describe
Jesus as both “the Light of the world and the Word of God”.
Faith, Unity and Zeal not only occur frequently in our ritual but also form the watchwords of our
Order and describe the attributes of Constantine. Faith was his Christian faith; Unity was his aim for
Church and Empire, while Zeal describes his commitment.
Lamb of God as we have seen, one of the first questions a candidate is asked
after his admission is “are you willing to follow in the footsteps of the Lamb?”
Lambs were often used in the Jewish sacrificial system (see above) so this was a
title given to Jesus who sacrificed His life for the salvation of the world.
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Lustration On his admission, the candidate performs the Rite of Lustration. The word “lustration” is
derived from the Latin word-“lustratio” - meaning Purification. These rites were seen not only in
Christianity but also of many other religions such as a Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and the ancient Mystery
Religions.
Mysteries is another significant word which is frequently found in masonic rituals. Mystery is generally
defined as “something difficult to understand or explain”. Another meaning of the word is to describe “a
religious belief based on divine revelation especially one regarded as being beyond human explanation.”
The New Law This phrase refers both to Christ’s summary of the Old Testament commandments of
loving God and our neighbour (Matthew 22. 34-40) but also includes His commandment to love one
another (John 14. 34)
This concept of loving one another is amplified and itemized in the Precepts of our Order which are
recited at the closing of the Installation ceremony of a Knight of the Red Cross of Constantine and at the
closing of a College of Priests Mason.
Priest and Priesthood These words occur frequently in our rituals especially those of the Appendant
Orders and are usually used in association with Eusebius and Jesus. Eusebius himself was a bishop
and, like all bishops, he would first have been a priest. Thus, before being consecrated, the Eusebius
elect is asked if he ‘continues to believe in the Great High Priest of our Faith?’ During this obligation he
pledges himself ‘never to divulge the mysteries belonging to the Priesthood of Eusebius’ and as we have
seen, the help of Jesus as ’Great Atoning Priest’ is invoked in his obligation. The Christian concept of
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Priesthood derives from Old Testament and goes back to the time of Moses and Aaron when
priests were appointed to mediate between God and man. One consequence of this is that priests
were in charge of the sacrificial system.
In the New Testament the writer of the letter to the Hebrews saw Jesus not only as a priest but also as
the “Great High Priest” because he is the only mediator between God and man. Most people today
accept a priest as someone who tries to explain God as well as someone who leads acts of worship.
Temple The candidate is told that the only means by which we will be enabled to rebuild a temple in our
hearts is by obedience to the New Law, the taking up of the cross and following the Lamb.
The temples built by Solomon and Zerubbabel are of great significance but were destroyed in 587 and
125 B.C respectively. It is made very clear in the rituals both of the Red Cross and the Appendant
Orders, based on the teaching of the New Testament, that the building of a spiritual temple in the heart
is more important than any physical building. This is fully explained in the ritual of the KHS but is also
alluded to in the RCC ceremony.
Viceroy/Eusebius It may seem that these words are
interchangeable but they are not the same. It is necessary to take
the degree of a Prince Mason to become a Viceroy but this office
only usually lasts for a year. However all those who have taken this
degree remain forever a Eusebius in our Order.
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Charity and the Order of the Red Cross.
Charity is one of the three great pillars of Christian masonry and is therefore fundamental to our Order.
The particular Charity which is promoted in our Order is the Grand Sovereign’s Care for Children Fund.
This was formerly known as the “The Red Cross of Constantine Millennium Fund” and was created
with the express intention of using its charitable assets for the relief and assistance of children.
In the Tsunami year of 2004, for example, a sum in excess of £45,000 was donated towards the
rebuilding of a school in Sri Lanka which was one of the particularly devastated countries at that time.
Since then, many tens of thousands of pounds have been donated to worthy causes which directly
impact on improving the social, educational and personal needs of children throughout the world.
Children’s hospices have received upwards of £59,000 since January 2016 and before that, over £45,000
from the 2015 celebrations of the Constitution of the Order.
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The Precepts of our Order
Beloved Brethren:
let us love one another;
let us bear with one another;
let us speak no evil of one another;
let us always do good to one another;
let us pray with, and for, one another;
let us unite as children of one parent,
brethren of one tie;
and, in the name of God,
let brotherly love prevail.
These precepts are to be recited by the High Prelate during the closing of all
assemblies of the first (Conclave) and second (College) degrees of the Order.
They are also to be practised by the Worthy Knights at all times.
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Divisional Websites of the Red Cross of Constantine
Benelux Division

Metropolitan Division (London)

Cheshire Division

Middlesex Division

Cumberland Division

North & East Yorkshire Division under construction

Derbyshire Division

North & East Lancashire Division

Devon & Cornwall Division

Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire

Dorset & Wiltshire Division

Northumberland Division

Durham Division under construction

Nottingham Division

East Anglia Division

Somerset and Bristol

East Midlands Division

Surrey Division

Essex Division

Sussex Division

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Division

Thames

Hertfordshire Division

West Midlands Division

Kent Division

West Lancashire Division

Lincolnshire under construction

West Yorkshire Division
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The Twelve Grand Points of our Order
1st

The Humility of Christ upon the Cross.

2nd

The journey of St. Helena from Rome to Jerusalem.

3rd

Her pious and diligent enquiry concerning the sacred spot Golgotha.

4th

Her discovery of the Three Crosses, and her perplexity to know which was that of the Christ.

5th

The direction of Macarius, Patriarch of Jerusalem, which enabled her to distinguish the
true Cross from those of the two thieves.

6th

The building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre by Constantine after the finding of the Cross.

7th

The two festivals of the Christian Church:- that of the discovery of the true Cross, and that of
the exaltation of the Cross.

8th

The seizure of the Cross by one of the heathen monarchs.

9th
10th

The restoration of the Cross.
The carrying of the Cross of Christ after its recovery, by the Emperor Heraclius in his imperial
robes and pomp.

11th

The humble garb assumed by Heraclius, in place of his robes of royalty, when he carried the
Cross into the Church on Mount Calvary.

12th

The reign of the Son of God in the Day of Judgment.

The Division of Surrey sincerely hope that by reading this booklet all worthy knights have begun their
journey to extend their Masonic knowledge and find continued valid reasons for their membership of
Freemasonry
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